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Arts & Culture

R EGIONAL arts across
Western Australia
benefited from an
injection of almost

$100,000 in the latest funding
round from Country Arts WA,
with more funding opportunities
to come.

Local organisations Arts Gold
(formerly the Arts and Culture
Goldfields Association), the
Cannery Arts Centre and one
individual artist have already
benefited from 2011 Quick
Response subsidiary funding
grants which are available

year-round from Country Arts
WA. Seven organisations
Statewide were selected to receive
community arts grants, supported
by the Projects and Residencies
program with a total contribution
of $99,909.

Targeting projects that occur in
regional, rural and very
remote/isolated locations, those
selected embraced a wide
spectrum of arts pursuits.

Country Arts WA Acting chief
executive Paul MacPhail said he
was pleased to be funding several
projects that were part of

community festivals.
“We’re supporting projects from

around the State, including
contemporary dance, local writers
and the growth of the children’s
program at the Margaret River
Readers and Writers Festival and
the inaugural Mungah Festival in
Pinjarra,” he said.

Acting chairwoman of the
Western Australian Regional Arts
Fund Panel, Trish Barron, said
the quality of projects
recommended for funding had
been very high.

“The strong focus on projects for

young people is particularly
encouraging, as is the diversity of
art forms being practiced by
regional communities in Western
Australia,” Ms Barron said.

“The highly competitive nature
of the RAF grants makes the
selection process all the more
difficult for the panel, particularly
where there are a number of
worthwhile projects in the mix.”

The next Regional Arts Fund
closing date for WA is March 9,
2012, for the projects and
residencies program for projects
beginning after July 1, 2012.

For more information visit
www.countryartswa.asn.au or
contact the regional arts
development team on 1800 811
883.

Country Arts WA delivers the
program in Western Australia on
behalf of the Australian
Government.

The Regional Arts Fund is an
Australian Government program
that supports sustainable cultural
development in communities
across regional and remote
Australia.

WENDY LAVENDER

Funding boosts regional arts

W HEN 15-year-old
Jane Blacker
wings her way to
America next

month to improve her
performing talents with Glee
Club Australia, it will be a
partial fulfilment of her
long-term dream – to study at
Western Australia’s Performing
Arts Academy and make it onto
Broadway.

The Year 10 John Paul
College student will receive
training in the talent
development category,
attending workshops and other
activities at Disneyland,
Universal Studios and Knott’s
Berry Farm in Anaheim.

Her mother, Robyn Blacker
said Jane was “really excited”

about the upcoming trip.
“She always works very hard

and wants to improve and
develop all her skills and this
will be a great thing for her,”
she said.

In September, Jane took out
the under-18 section in
Kalgoorlie’s Got Talent, where
she impressed judges and
spectators alike with her
singing and dancing
performances. She has been
dancing since the age of three,
but only began singing lessons
a few months ago.

Performing is her first love
and she “loves to perform
anywhere I can”, she said.

Robyn said Jane was looking
to learn more about musical
theatre as it was an area she

was very interested in for the
future.

This will be Jane’s second trip
with Glee Club Australia.

She completed a similar
course in the US last year after
winning the place in an
Australia-wide competition.

Robyn said because Jane was
training and competing as an
individual, many of the usual
funding and sponsorship
opportunities were not
available to her.

“If any private individuals or
businesses would like to become
sponsors we would love to hear
from them,” she said.

For more information phone
Robyn on 9022 7574 or 0418
956 114.
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Jane sets her sights on Broadway

N EIL MURRAY is one of
Australia’s most
respected
singer/songwriters and

has contributed to contemporary
Australian music for two decades. 

On October 7, his new album,
Sing The Song: The Essential Neil
Murray, was launched in
Australia.

It is a collection of 32 songs
covering two CDs, including Good
Light In Broome, Lights Of Hay,
Calm & Crystal Clear and My
Island Home.

Although he was born and
raised at Lake Bolac in Western
Victoria, he is forever entwined
with the Northern Territory, and
more specifically Papunya, where
he went as a young man in 1978.

It unleashed a creative wave in
his spirit and he became the solid
song-writing genius and guitar
player in the Warumpi Band,
probably the first major
Aboriginal band to make the
country’s music scene cast their
eyes with interest to what was
happening in our desert lands.

One of Neil’s earliest memories
in Lake Bolac is his grandfather
showing him some “blackfella
stones” on the farm and telling
him the owners of the stones were
long gone. This memory set him
pondering about the fate of those
traditional occupiers of the land. 

Travelling to the Northern
Territory in 1978, Neil began a
journey of discovery that led him
to Papunya, where he worked for
many years.

He returned to Lake Bolac to
discover more about the
Aboriginal people of his area and

met up with Banjo Clarke, Tina
Saunders, Bernice Clarke, Lenny
Clarke, Archie Roach, Shane
Howard and Amy Saunders.

Neil launched his solo career in
1989. Six years later, he won the
APRA Song of the Year Award for
My Island Home, first recorded by
the Warumpi Band and later an
international hit for Christine
Anu.

Myall Creek is a song about a
ceremony in 2000 at the site of the
1838 massacre of Aboriginal
people attended by “a descendant
of the murderers, a descendant of
the slain”.

In Tom Wills Would, he
describes the pivotal figure in the
creation of Australian football and
his “cranky ways”. 

“If I’m shunned and ignored by
the mighty who preside/I’ll not
curry for their favour I’ll not
bootlick at their side”. 

Neil’s novel Sing For Me
Countryman gives an insight into
racial relations. 

Neil has been the subject of the
ABC’s television series Australian
Story and has featured in many
documentaries on Australian
music. Neil works with all ages in
song-writing workshops and
frequently performs at festivals
and special events, often including
lengthy spoken word recitals in
his performances.

PAUL SIMPSON

Old favourites revisited

MUSIC

Neil Murray 

Artist: Neil Murray
Album: Sing The Song:

The Essential Neil Murray
Reviewer: Paul Simpson

W hat is on your
bedside table?

Surviving
Adolescents by

Michael Carr-Gregg; The New
Manhood by Steve Biddulph;
The October edition of
Australian Country Style.

Who is your favourite
author? 

Colleen McCullough has a
great style which at times
incorporates particular periods
in history, yet she is able to
interweave intriguing
characters and wonderful
descriptions of the scene in
which the tale is set, bringing to
life her narratives.

Which classic stands the
test of time? 

Rebecca by Daphne du
Maurier. I read this while I
should have been avidly
studying during Year 12. 

I was just transfixed by the
storyline and the wonderful use
of language used to create the
characters and scene. The story
still captivates me to this day. 

I could not put it down! 
Is there a genre you love

best?
I love narratives set in a

historical time period in which
the author manages to create an
entertaining storyline in which
the characters are plausible and
real – such as Colleen
McCullough has done in The
Independence of Miss Mary
Bennet.

Where do you prefer to get
lost in a good book? 

Ideally on my favourite chair

in front of the fireplace in our
lounge room. If it’s cold and I
have the open fire alight there is
no better way to spend an
afternoon – a glass of shiraz
cabernet can always go well
with this!

How much time do you
spend reading? 

I tend to spend more time
when I am on holidays reading
than during the school term
when I seem to have other
things to distract me. When I
start a good book during my
holidays I can just read for days
on end until I finish it!

What would you rate as
your top five? 

In no particular order: The
Art of Happiness: A Handbook
for Living by His Holiness the
Dalai Lama and Howard C.
Cutler, MD; The Thorn Birds by
Colleen McCullough; Picnic at
Hanging Rock by Joan Lindsay;
Handling Edna: The

Unauthorised Biography by
Barry Humphries; and Women
Who Run With The Wolves by
Clarissa Pinkola Estes.

Are you a member of a
book club or is it a solitary
pastime? 

I tend to get involved with my
work during the school term so
it is a relaxing pastime during
my holidays.

Why do you enjoy
literature?

Over the past few years I
have been involved in studying
part-time, so time has been
precious. For me it seems
reading novels has been an
escape from the mundane tasks
of research, writing and reading
of the associated texts. 

Literature continues to bring
a range of levels of enjoyment
from bringing intellectual
development to just being an
escape into another world and
time. 

Reading time is precious
Keen reader, full time teacher and part-time renovator, Anne
Sheehan of Menzies shares the what, why, when and where
of her favourite books and reading habits.

A love of reading: Anne Sheehan from Menzies.
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